
                                     Eaton Area Historical Society Annual Meeting Minutes

                                                            Saturday,November 2, 2019


The Eaton Area Historical Society Annual Meeting was held Saturday, November 2, 2019, at the Eaton 
Public Library from 10 AM to 12 noon.  25 members were present.  Before the meeting was held, a brunch 
was provided by Carolyn Prior and Carolyn Sutter.  At 10:50 AM President Art Meyer called the meeting to 
order.  The minutes were read and approved as read.  The treasurer's report was as follows:

General Checking     $ 6,451.64                                       Carriage House Checking     $19,766.56

CD                            $ 9,395.67                                      CD-1                                        $61,033.20

                                                                                        CD-2                                        $  5,000.00

Total                          $15,847.31                                        Total                                     $85,799.76

Art Meyer asked if we could put some of the CH checking account money into a CD.  Treasurer Shan 
Watkins said we cannot put any into the existing CD's but we can buy another CD.  The treasurer's report 
was approved as read.


Committee Reports:


Museum Volunteers--Because Museum Volunteer coordinators Georgia Inloes and Marcia Schmidke  had 
asked that a discussion of Museum open hours be discussed with the membership due to difficulty 
getting volunteers, Art asked for member input.   

The following suggestions were given:  open 2 days a week instead of 3;   open 2 days but longer hours;    
have a sign on the door with a phone number so visitors could set up an appointment to visit the 
museum, and close the museum during January and February.  

Susan Nelson, CH Fundraising Chair, suggested that as long as we are pursuing funds for an addition to 
the museum, it would probably be unwise to cut back on the days the museum is open.  She suggested 
that a tally be taken of the days the museum is open to see which days receive the most visitors.  
Because a main issue for the volunteers is that no one comes to visit on the days they work, it was 
suggested that a sign on Highway 85 might encourage more people to visit.   

Nancy Donahoo had done some research about how to get a sign on the highway.  She reported that a 
sign can be obtained if the museum is open 100+ days a year.  The state of Colorado will put a sign on 
both sides of the highway for $250 per sign.  Discussion was tabled on museum schedule changes until 
research can be done on  the days most visited and sign acquisition.  Marcia Schmidke volunteered to 
check which days are visited the most.  


Following discussion Susan Nelson moved we pursue obtaining signs for Highway 85 and provide funds 
for doing so.  When asked, Treasurer Shan reported that funds are available to purchase the signs. Judy 
Scofield seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  President Art asked that a committee be established for 
this purpose.  He appointed Nancy Donahoo to chair the committee.  Marlene Yocom and Judy Scofield 
volunteered to be committee members.


Home Tour--Judy Scofield reported that 6 homes plus the museum are set for the December Home Tour.  
She said we have a good variety, including one log home, a 131 year old house, and a house that is 100 
years old this year.  She said the the house on Birch Avenue, owned by a crafter, will also have craft items, 
made by the homeowner, for sale.  She said most of the homeowners will be home, which allows visitors 
to ask questions about the house if they wish.  She said the posters to be placed around the community 
are almost ready, probably by Friday of next week.  




Carriage House--Susan Nelson reported she is still pursuing funds.  52 businesses have made donations. 
She said if anyone has ideas for ways to obtain more funding to let her know.  Susan said if we make 
building size adjustments we can reduce the cost of the facility.  She has visited with a couple of builders 
asking for suggestions.  Carolyn Prior reported that the Shelton Fund can be used but the city is still 
working on that request from the society.


Old Business--Don Donahoo will not be putting up the outside Christmas lights this year.  But it's possible 
he might donate the lights he used previously at the museum.  Art said he would inquire if the city can put 
them up.  It was suggested that perhaps groups like the Boy Scouts or a church group might be willing to 
put the lights up, or we could pay a business that puts up Christmas lights to do it.  Art reminded 
everyone that starting in January 2020, the general meetings will begin at 6 PM instead of 7 PM.


New Business--Joe at the Eaton Cemetery called Art Meyer to say that the historical society has an old 
stove/heater and a big tractor stored in the cemetery's storage building.  He said we need to find another 
storage place for the items.


Nominating Committee--Marcia Schmidke presented the slate of officers for 2020.  Carolyn Prior, 
President; Marcia Schmidke, Secretary; Art Meyer, Treasurer; and Peg Riley, Membership Chair.  No one 
has yet been designated for Vice-President.  Art asked for nominations from the 

be Vice-President.  Carolyn Sutter moved to accept the slate as set.  Marlene Yocom seconded.  Motion 
carried.  The Board members for 2020 will be Carolyn Prior, President; Nomie Ketterling, Vice-President; 
Marcia Schmidke, Secretary; Art Meyer, Treasurer; and Peg Riley, Membership Chair.


As no more business was to be discussed, Art called for adjournment.  Bill Martin so moved and Peg Riley 
seconded.  Motion carried.


Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Schmidke, Secretary



